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way of constitutional advancement. He felt that certain of the Governor's special
powers will be sparingly used as shown by the present constitution under which
the Governor too possessed extensive powers which had not been abused. The same
was likely to happen in the future. He advised the House lo accept the proposed
advance and fight for more rights which were bound to be conceded as they proved
their fitness to manage their own affairs. He regretted that communal wrangles
and internal dissensions made it incumbent on the Committee to recommend the
tightening of the safeguards,                                              .             ,,.,,,

Khan Bahadur Abdul Rahim, Deputy President, charging England with bank-
ruptcy of statesmanship asked a straight question, whether political expedience and
wisdom convined them that India would keep silent and content. Criticising the
proposed scheme of provincial autonomy, he referred to the position of future
Ministers who would be kicked like a football by the Opposition on one side and
the Governor on the other. Objecting to the Federation plan ho urged the imposi-
tion of a condition on the States entering the Federation that they would introduce
representative Government in their States and regretted that they would bo left to
the mercy of the conservative Princea. Touching the subvention proposal he -main-
tained that it was a downright insult to this administration that the subvention
should be subject to the vote of the central legislature and thought that the great-
est injustice had been done to Baluchistan which had been expunged from the
constitutional programme without reason,

Sir   Abdul Qayurn Khan,   Minister,   speaking   as an elected member recalled his
press statement that the report had   fallen   short   of the Indian aspirations, adding
that it was very disappointing   and   bred   distrust.     Some   of the safeguards, with
which provincial autonomy   was   hedged   in,   were unnecessary and redundant, but
nothing better could be expected under the   circumstances prevailing in the country
where it was   difficult to   find   a   solution   of the   conflicting  interests.   Recalling
Bound Table Conference deliberations   in   which   he   had participated, he said that
every opportunity   had   been   given   them   to   patch up their differences but they
failed resulting in a setting back   of   the   clock   as   suggested by tho leader of the
Opposition.   The Minister   advised   his   countrymen   to   be   patient   in   finding   a
solution which was   only   possible   by   creating   mutual   trust   and   mutual help.
Considering the internal dissensions, they   should   not grudge   this little delay.   He
emphasized the progress made since the advent of the British, contrasting it with the
social conditions in Hindu India.   Touching the subject   of provincial autonomy, he
hoped that the framers   of   the   Constitution   Acb   would   yet   reduce some of the
safeguards and thought that if the Governor had power  of suspending the constitu-
tion he need not have the   power   of   making   extraordinary Acts   which privilege
might be confined to the Governor-General.    The   speaker  did not see harm in the
Frontier Governor's special  rcspon ibiliiy   for the trans-border area*   The failure to
make the proposed subvention   a   statutory   charge on   tho central revenues, was a
real disappointment  for Sir   Abdul   Qaiyum   who did  not see any justification for
reducing the Haig Committee's future.

^ Rai Sahib Mehr Chand Khanna, on behalf of the Frontier minorities, paid a
tribute to Lord Linlithgow, chairman of the Committee, which had produced a
document of far-reaching importance. He could not join hands with those who
urged whole-sale rejection but favoured drastic modifications saying that blaming
others for their sins woiild be nothing short of self-deception. He alleged that the
whole fabric of the report was based on communal electorate. The Government had
been ever-anxious to placate the Muslims by separating Sind The speaker felt
gratified at the minorities' safeguards which in the present state of affairs served
their best interest against the exploitation by the majority and abuse of power.
Voicing the fears of Frontier minorities under the new reforms when the official
block would be removed, leaving them to the mercy of 76 per cent, of the majority,
the Kai Sahib endorsed the Governor's special powers which could only be useful,
if applied on the proper occasion in the interest of those for whom they were
intended. Why could not the Government appoint special officers for the minorities7
protection. ? He thought that tho subvention was perhaps a necessity so long as the
Frontier remained a separate province, but he did not favour making it a statutory
charge.

Mr.   Abdul Qaiyum Khan (Independent),  alleged that the Committee's proposals
were a scandal on English statesmanship and   the proposed reforms were  absolutely
inadequate but they must not expect anything from the British nation,
The Council then adjourned sine die.